Boot Key Harbor
Annual Christmas Boat Parade
- Boat Captains Info - Summary Sheet.    Dec 10, 2022
There will be a captain’s meeting Fri or Sat prior to the parade. You’ll be notified.
· CAUTION for boats with outboards and batteries using an AC inverter for your Christmas lights. The inverter can suck a LOT of electric and kill your battery and /or engine. Be aware.
LED lights draw less electric, or use a gen, or maybe have backup battery.
· Meet outside the Harbor Entrance Daymarks on the 7 mile bridge side about 5:45pm. We'll start in about 6:00 as it gets dark.
- if it's windy or choppy you can always hang around the channel on the inside or go into Lazy Days Restaurant to buy some food or drinks & use their guest docks.

· Wx:  We’ll try to provide an update on the weather by Friday afternoon. It is up to each boat to check their own weather. see www.wunderground.com and also marine forecasts.

· Tides:   In the Harbor: Low tide of +0.76ft at 3:20pm. High tide of +2.28ft at 9:41pm.
      so you’ll be on a rising tide
· VHF Ch 74. Parade boats can talk to each other on this channel and to the judges at dockside.
· PARADE: When you start in, the coast guard boat may lead (tentative). Don't worry about any particular order going in, just fall in line as best able. At the Captain’s meeting you might select one boat to start everyone at 6pm if the USCG is not there. Don't cut on the inside of the markers - shoal depths. For deeper draft boats hang just to the north side of the channel entrance until you get up by the first marina. I'm guessing it will take 45 mins or more to get down to Dockside. Review the harbor chart we're attaching here and familiarize yourself with the channel.

· LAZY DAYS turnoff:  Optional – Some (especially smaller boats) make the turn into Lazy days to spin around in front of the crowd there, and then go on back out to the channel to rejoin the parade line. IF you do this then stay close to the pilings and docks. If you stray too far out into the harbor it gets shoal quickly and there's a submerged old wreck hull out there.

· JUDGING at Dockside: You can slow down here where the judges will be sitting up front on the dock. At this point take the numbered sign you receive at the captain's meeting and hold it out so the judges can see it. Shine a flashlight or something on it so they get the number. That's how they'll know who you are. We'll return later to Dockside for awards and party.

· CONTINUE past dockside  (favor the pilings and docks on your starboard so you don't hit the small mangrove shoal off to your left) down the canal behind Sombrero Resort to the basin at the end. This long canal past Sombrero and condo's is fairly narrow so make sure to give enough room to passing traffic in and out. Its fairly wind sheltered though. This last leg of the parade is at your option, and if you feel more comfortable leaving after you pass the judges, just do that.
· DOCKSIDE BOOT KEY HARBOR for the post parade awards and party. Estimate awards starting about 8:30pm. Time may vary. Everyone has to park their boat and then get back.
